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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

REORGANIZATION 



The business of great importance to be considered at the conven- 
tion of the American Nurses' Association in Philadelphia will be the 
completion of plans for reorganization. Probably the majority of the 
affiliated societies, as well as individual members, have been giving 
this matter careful consideration during the year. If there are any that 
have neglected to do this, we want to urge them to make a beginning 
during the short time that remains. Our suggestion is that if no meet- 
ing of the state or local association is to be held during these few 
weeks, the Executive Committee shall meet, having present the dele- 
gates who were at New Orleans and those who are to represent the 
association at Philadelphia, and that they shall make a study of the 
whole question of reorganization, making sure that they understand 
the attitude of the association or, if that is not possible, of its officers, 
on the principal points, which may be summed up as follows : 

A membership clause was adopted at New Orleans which estab- 
lishes a standard for all affiliated organizations and which reads as 
follows: 

Membership in this association shall consist of the members in good standing 
in the state associations belonging to it, such members of the state associations 
being graduates of training schools connected with general hospitals giving a, 
continuous training in the hospital of not less than two years, or giving an equiv- 
alent training in one or more hospitals. This training must include practical 
experience in caring for men, women and children, together with theoretical and 
practical instruction in medical, surgical, obstetrical and children's nursing. 
The daily average number of patients shall be that established by the state 
nurses' association in the state from which the applicant comes, for admission 
to membership. In those states where nurse practice laws have been secured, 
registration shall be an additional qualification. 
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It must be distinctly kept in mind that this membership require- 
ment will not apply to members now enrolled, but to those received 
after the reorganization becomes effective, which will be at the close of 
the convention of 1918, but in the meantime all organizations should 
make ready to meet its requirements after that date. 

Next there should be a consideration of the dues which are to be 
paid under the new arrangement. All that the American Nurses' Asso- 
ciation will require is a fifteen cents per capita due from the state asso- 
ciation for all its members. All affiliated societies will come in through 
the state, as a result of which the state membership will be greatly 
increased. The reorganization committee of the state association 
should make out, in conference with the treasurer or the finance com- 
mittee, a budget of expenses for the coming year. This will help it to 
decide what amount must be paid by district (or county) associations 
in order to meet the state's obligations and to pay the per capita rate 
to the national. County and alumnae associations will do well to 
adopt the budget plan, also. The per capita rate to be paid by alum- 
nae members to the county will depend on the amount settled upon 
for state dues (which will include the national). It would add greatly 
to the simplicity of all financial arrangements if the state, district and 
alumnae associations would adopt the calendar year as the fiscal year, 
as the American Nurses' Association is doing. 

One arrangement to be made by alumnae associations will be new, 
that of dividing their membership into resident and non-resident mem- 
bers. The non-resident members will belong to the American Nurses' 
Association through the county and state associations of their actual 
residence. Only a nominal fee should be charged them by their own 
lumnae association as they will pay no dues for them to county, state 
and national. The per capita estimate of an alumnae association will 
be only for actual resident members. District (county or city) asso- 
ciations will make provision for individual members coming into their 
membership directly as well as for those who come through an alumnae 
association, as the alumnae dues of such members are paid elsewhere. 

In connection with the estimation of the size of the budget there 
should be considered the question of the desirability of including the 
subscription to the official organ of the American Nurses' Association, 
this Journal, in the dues, in such a way that each member of an 
association will receive a copy as a matter of routine. This sugges- 
tion is sometimes met by the statement that there are legal objections 
to this; but there is a way of arranging it which is perfectly legitimate. 
If an association as a whole adopts this manner of subscribing for the 
Journal, sending all the subscriptions at one time, the magazine can 
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be given at a reduction in price. This is one of the important matters 
to be decided at the coming convention. 

The question of obtaining a national charter for the American 
Nurses' Association is still undecided, as we write. If it fails, plans 
will be made to incorporate in a state which will give the elasticity of 
organization desired. 

The great thing now is to have minor details as nearly settled as 
possible so that at the last convention before reorganization all can be 
definitely and quickly settled and the whole plan put into operation 
without delay. 

If delegates will refresh their minds by reading over the proceedings 
of the New Orleans convention as given in the Joubnal for June, 1916, 
and try to go to Philadelphia with an intelligent understanding of the 
points to be settled this year, the discussions on the reorganization will 
be more intelligible to them and valuable time need not be wasted in 
going over ground that has already been covered. 

Presidents of state associations should remember that by virtue of 
their office they are members of the Advisory Council of the American 
Nurses' Association, which meets on the opening day of the convention 
April 26, just before the first session. This is a most important meet- 
ing, for questions can be discussed more informally than in the larger 
gathering, and whenever it is possible, points to be brought up at the 
convention are first presented here. 

We would say further, in regard to including the Journal in the 
alumnae dues, that it has always been the desire of the American 
Nurses' Association to so develop the organization that every member 
shall have a copy of the magazine. As a matter of fact, we cannot 
carry on the business of our national society or progress as we should 
along any line of work until the members are made familiar month by 
month with what is being done in every department of nursing work 
the country over. It is through our own Joubnal and only through 
our own Joubnal that this can be done. This magazine is the most 
far-reaching educational factor which the Association controls. It is 
conducted on a strictly professional basis. No individual or group of 
individuals profits in any way by its financial success, its dividends 
being paid into the treasury of the American Nurses' Association to 
help meet the expense of carrying on its work. 

JOINT STATE MEETINGS 

It is the intention of the American Nurses' Association to change 
its conventions from annual to biennial, as it is hoped by this means 
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to bring about greater interest in the state meetings of the alternate 
years. If, instead of state meetings as now held, groups of states 
should choose the alternate years for meeting together, the effect will 
be even better. Such an arrangement will bring into our organization 
life great numbers of nurses who never have an opportunity of attend- 
ing a national convention. One can readily imagine the interest of a 
meeting of all the New England states, of the middle states, the 
southern, or of those on the Pacific Coast. One can see how the 
lessening of distances to be traveled and of expense involved would 
bring a large and enthusiastic gathering of women whose interests 
would be similar to those of the American Nurses' Association. 

PROGRESS OF STATE REGISTRATION 

The bill for state registration in South Dakota, which became a 
law on the date of the Governor's signature, January 24th, adds an- 
other to the states having laws in operation, the total number now 
being 43. As will be seen, the nurses in this state have succeeded in ob- 
taining an exceedingly good bill, and its passage through both houses 
occupied only four days. The law contains the most vital points that 
are, in our estimation, essential. It is compulsory. The Board of 
Examiners is composed of three nurses, nominated by the State Asso- 
ciation, and one member of the State Board of Health, appointed by 
the Governor. Fearing to ask for too much in the first bill, no effort 
was made to include provision for a state inspector, but it is the inten- 
tion to ask for this from the next legislature. The training schools 
are to be registered by the Board of Examiners. There is excellent 
provision for reciprocity and a proper penalty for an infringement of 
the law, which becomes effective on July 1. 

In North Dakota, a bill was introduced in the senate by an oppo- 
sition state nursing organization, to amend the present law by substi- 
tuting one with lower standards. Happily this attempt was not suc- 
cessful and North Dakota can still offer training of value to the 
young women of the state. 

The state of Illinois has recently reorganized its various boards 
and commissions, placing them under nine huge departments. The 
nursing profession has been placed in the Department of Registration 
and Education with many other professions and occupations. The 
law for registration of nurses has not been repealed, but it will be 
administered by a committee of five registered nurses through this 
Department. Provision is made for the continuation of the functions 
of the old board of examiners, including, it is understood, the inspec- 
tion of schools. 
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TUBERCULOSIS AMONG NURSES 

We are told that tuberculosis is not more common today than it 
has been for centuries, that it is because our attention is concentrated 
upon it that it seems to be more prevalent than it was a few years ago. 
A special study is being made of the cause and prevention of this dis- 
ease, the effect of occupation, the influence of fatigue and of living 
and working conditions, by health boards and public health workers 
in almost every section of the country. We believe that our nursing 
associations in every state could do a very effective work by making a 
census of tuberculosis among nurses. Our suggestion would be that 
each state association should appoint a committee to take this work 
in hand, to confer first with the local associations in the state and as- 
certain how many of their members have this trouble, then with the 
different hospitals devoted to the care of such patients, for the number 
for which they are caring. At the same time the committee could make 
something of a study of these institutions with reference to the kind 
of care such patients are receiving, the kind of nursing service sanatoria 
are able to command, whether trained and untrained, and whether a 
training school exists for those who have sufficiently recovered. This in- 
formation could be obtained without much difficulty by an association 
whose members are scattered all over a state and an opinion could be 
formed as to whether a special cottage for the care of nurses at some 
established hospital would be desirable or necessary. 

It is a remarkable fact that in the majority of cases, the physicians 
who are devoting their lives to a scientific study of tuberculosis have 
at some time been patients, themselves. We know that there are at 
least a dozen training schools, all of whose pupils and frequently its 
officers, are arrested cases. Many of the men and women so engaged 
are doing work of the very highest type. In New York State, one such 
school is accredited by the Regents and after a pupil nurse has had 
two years of service in the sanatorium and one year in a general hos- 
pital with which it is affiliated, she may be registered, as are other 
graduate nurses. 

While we believe that sanatoria for acute and advanced cases are 
absolutely necessary, we know there is not proper provision in any 
state for the period of inaction which comes after patients are dis- 
charged from hospitals as cured or arrested cases, when the more acute 
condition has exhausted the patient's financial resources. The mem- 
bers of our profession should not be left to endure, without assistance, 
the added anxiety of this period. 
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PORTRAITS OF FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE AND OF 
LINDA RICHARDS 

We announced some weeks ago that if a sufficient number of orders 
were received to warrant the necessary expense, the Journal would 
put out a portrait size copy of the Timothy Cole engraving of Florence 
Nightingale. The photograph has been made and is to be sold for 
$3.50. It is desired that those who wish the picture and who have 
not already placed a request for it with the Book Department, should 
do so at once, sending the money with the order. 

We can continue to supply portraits of Linda Richards for 13,50. 
Every training school should have the pictures of these two remarkable 
women: Florence Nightingale, the first trained nurse in the world; 
Linda Richards, the first trained nurse in America. 

Our readers may be interested in extracts from a letter recently 
received in this office from a friend of Miss Richards: 

I went to see her in the fall, .... She is wonderful. She seems just 
as happy in her housekeeping, pickling, preserving, etc., as she ever could have 
been in her most exalted institutional position. She will talk puppies, flowers, 
vegetables, fruits, birds, quilts, rugs, fertilizers, insecticides, etc., with me, or 
the latest serum treatment, with equal ardor, and she never forgets what you 
tell her, even though years elapse. I hold her in great reverence, and I hope I 
may be one-tenth such a nice old lady. 

A PUBLIC HEALTH PAMPHLET 

The Instructive District Nursing Association of Boston has issued 
a pamphlet entitled "Public Health and Private Conscience" which 
gives in simple and concise form a history of that organization and an 
outline of its work. It is addressed to the public and should enlighten 
every one who reads it as to the need for such services as are rendered 
by the Association's nurses and the duty of the public to give it hearty 
support. 

INCREASE IN PRICE OF NURSING TEXT-BOOKS 

With the increase in the cost of paper, particularly, of labor, and 
of publication expenses generally, the price of books is being increased 
on every hand. Many changes have already been made in our Book 
Department pages and more will be added as fast as they are received 
from the publishers. Until this situation has passed, we cannot 
guarantee to supply all books listed at the prices quoted, as changes 
may occur between receiving an order and placing it with the publisher. 
It should be understood that books ordered through this department 
cannot be returned. 



